Information about Anti-drug Centre activities (2006-2007)

In 2006 the Centre carried out a survey to elicit public attitude towards drug-addiction. Based on the survey results, a strategy was elaborated for shaping anti-drug sentiment among the public and an Anti-Drug Center was established. The key priority for the Centre is fighting drug-addiction in collaboration with the Church. This includes scientific research of preventive measures, elaboration and publication of special manuals, as well as psycho-diagnostic and psycho-correctional methods; holding appropriate consultations and trainings; preparing field specialists; working on TV and radio programmes together with media representatives.

 Under the sponsorship of the Foundation, the Anti-Drug Centre carried out a contest of literary compositions and art works entitled “drug-addiction in the eyes of adolescents” in the spring of 2007, in which schoolchildren took part. Three winners were chosen in each of the fields: first premium – 300 lari, second premium – 200 lari, third premium – 100 lari.

 On 26 June 2007 an exhibition of the works and an awarding ceremony were held. The event was held at the Youth Centre of the Holy Trinity Cathedral on the International Anti-Drug Day.

 On 30 August 2007 the centre held an anti-drug event entitled “entertainment without drugs” which aimed at preventing drug abuse at discos and places of youth gathering. The event was organized and conducted by actors Giorgi Gurgulia and Duta Skhirtladze. Kakha Bakuradze’s Theatre of Movement, Temur Rtskhiladze, Zurab Doijashvili and a special guest – English DJ D’Lux took part in the concert. The actors urged the youth to say no to drugs and have fun without them. The event was broadly covered by media. The most noteworthy moment of the event was the fact that the disco concert was opened by a prayer. Duta Skhirtladze and about 1000 participants lit candles and together pronounced the Lord’s Prayer.

 In July-August 2007the Foundation initiated and sponsored the anti-drug centre’s contest to reveal the best anti-drug scripts (social advertising). On 27 September 2007 an awarding ceremony of the winners was held at the Foundation. The contest commission chose 5 best scripts out of the overall 600. The winners of the 1st and 2nd places were given an award to the tune of 1, 000 GEL and another 1, 000 GEL was divided among three holders of the third place. Besides, 10 finalists were revealed who were awarded honorary certificates by the Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia, His Holiness and Beatitude Ilia II. Among them two scripts were from those serving sentences in prison. The Patriarch sent the authors the certificates along with icons.

 Currently the centre is working at a preparatory stage of a media campaign that is sponsored by the USAID. The campaign, which will be launched in 2008, is chiefly composed by television clips and thematic programmes.

 An expert council of the anti-drug centre was established in November 2007 which is composed by outstanding Georgian narcologists, psychologists, psychiatrists and teachers.

 A consulting-training sector will start operating under the sponsorship of the Global Fund in 2008. The sector will hold consultations, seminars and training-courses oriented towards the problem of drug-addiction.

 Three trends are united into the anti-drug centre of the International Foundation of the Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia:

 •    Scientific

 •    Event-related

 •    Consulting-training sectors

 The scientific sector is operating on the basis of the D. Uznadze Institute of Psychology; work on the events is carried out at the office of the Foundation; the consulting-training department will start working in 2008.

